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I want to dedicate this month’s Message from the Mayor 
to the Borough’s 2024 Municipal Budget, which was passed 
on May 6. I support this year’s budget, and on pages 8 and 
9 you will find easy-to-read charts that outline how the 
2024 municipal budget breaks down and how it will affect 

your taxes in my ongoing effort to ensure transparency. This includes a visual 
representation of how every $100 in taxes is split between Dunellen Public 
Schools, the Borough of Dunellen, Middlesex County, the Dunellen Public 
Library, and Middlesex County Open Space.

In recent years, our administration has worked to meet its essential obligations 
and invest in initiatives to propel Dunellen forward. This year includes a tax 
rate decrease demonstrating our commitment to fiscal discipline and responsible 
governance. This was accomplished by finding efficiencies in our departments 
and reducing costs where possible. Moving forward, we will continue to work 
to identify and take advantage of these efficiencies and work toward diversifying 
our tax base to alleviate the burden on our residents.

In addition to fiscal responsibility, the 2024 Municipal Budget also allows 
for critical capital infrastructure improvements including improving roads, 
enhancing parks, bolstering public safety, and improving economic development 
programs. Several road improvement projects will enhance our borough’s 
infrastructure while increasing the efficiency of traffic flow. Gavornik Park will 
receive pickleball courts and playground enhancements to provide additional 
outdoor recreation opportunities over the next 18-24 months. Safety initiatives 
include traffic studies to develop a truck routing system to prevent 18-wheelers 
from driving down residential roads and purchasing equipment for the Police 
Department. Finally, the Borough of Dunellen is looking to foster economic 
development through a Special Improvement District analysis and preserve our 
historical assets at the Maurer House through a facility assessment.

I would like to thank the Finance Committee and Councilmembers Daniel 
Cole Sigmon who also serves as Chairman of the Finance Committee, Terri 

…Continued on page 4
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10% OFF For Seniors 65+
On Over the Counter Items

5% OFF For Veterans
On Over the Counter Items

Boro HallBoro HallBoro HallBoro Hall
Pharmacy

●   50% OFF Our New Designer Greeting Card Line:  
Everyday, Holiday, ALL Your Special Occasions

●   Newly Refreshed Parking Lot for Your Convenience
●   We MATCH and BEAT the Competitor’s Prices

YOUR VACCINE CENTER:
Flu, New COVID, RSV, Shingles, Pneumonia, etc.
Most vaccines are covered by commercial insurance, Medicare and 

Medicaid at no charge to the patient. 
UNABLE TO COME IN? WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS FOR THOSE BEDRIDDEN.

Call to schedule, same day, no prescription needed!
Mon-Fri 8:30am-9pm • Saturday 9am-6pm • Sunday 9am-1pm

565 Bound Brook Rd
Middlesex, NJ 08846

Tel: 732-968-0414
Fax: 732-424-1988

www.borohallpharmacy.com

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

FREE PRESCRIPTION  
PICK-UP & DELIVERY
TO YOUR HOME  
OR BUSINESS

Your Local, Independently  
Owned Pharmacy with Friendly 
Staff Waiting To Help Serve You 

and Your Loved Ones

THERE IS HOPE!
We can help you or your loved one 
fight against Opioid addiction.
Naloxone is now available  
at Boro Hall Pharmacy.
NO Prescription!
Completely Anonymous!
*Must be 14 or older.

Not valid on prescriptions, cigarettes or lottery.
Must present this original coupon (photocopies/reproductions not valid)  
to cashier in-store at time of purchase. May not be combined with other 

offers. Expires 09/30/2024

For New Customers Who Present 
Prescription For The First Time

$12.00OFF ANY
PURCHASE

DUN/24

BELLAMY & SON PAVINGBELLAMY & SON PAVING
732-968-5999732-968-5999

10% OFF10% OFF ANY JOB

All Work Fully Guaranteed • Fully Insured All Work Fully Guaranteed • Fully Insured 
No $$ Down With Signed ContractNo $$ Down With Signed Contract

Specializing in Driveway Construction  Specializing in Driveway Construction  
• Parking Lots • Roads • Excavating  • Parking Lots • Roads • Excavating  

• Prep Work • Stone• Prep Work • Stone

Piscataway, New JerseyPiscataway, New Jersey
Serving Central New Jersey Since 1995Serving Central New Jersey Since 1995
www.bellamyandsonpaving.netwww.bellamyandsonpaving.net

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

With This Ad and Signed Contract, Call 732-968-5999THE CREW!

License #13VH06235200

FREE ESTIMATES
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At the June 17, 2024, Council Meeting, 
Ordinance # 2024-20 was approved by the 
Mayor and Dunellen Borough Council following 
an initial reading at the June 3, 2024, Council 
Meeting, formally establishing the Dunellen 
Downtown Management Organization (DDMO) 
as an official, ratified organization, defining the 
goals and responsibilities of the organization and 
the method of appointment of members.

“The DDMO has been an invaluable 
resource for the Borough of Dunellen and I’m 
proud that we were able to adopt Ordinance 
# 2024-20 to make the organization a ratified 
fixture for our community,” said Council 
President Terri Albertson.

The organization advises and assists the 
Borough in planning and promoting economic 
development and various improvements within 
the Borough. The DDMO was originally 
established 14 years ago by resolution and 
throughout that time has helped business 
efforts including grand openings, business 
anniversaries, and local promotions, led 
beautification initiatives throughout our 
Borough, and hosts one of Dunellen’s most 
iconic annual events, HarvestFest, which 
features local artists, crafters, and nonprofits, 
activities for kids, food, music, and more.

"The DDMO is a volunteer organization 
and several of our members have been on the 
committee since its inception. Just a few people 
can make a big difference in a small town, and 
we are very grateful for their contributions!" 
said Peg Lockwood, Chairperson of the DDMO.

Following the adoption of Ordinance  
# 2024-20, the DDMO advisory committee 
has expanded from 9 seats to 15 seats allowing 
more volunteering opportunities with the 
organization. Each member serves a one-year 

term following their appointment by the Mayor. 
The committee consists of a mix of public and 
private members including:

•	 The Borough Administrator or  
designee (1)

•	 Members of the Borough Council (2)
•	 Member of the Dunellen Planning 

Board (1)
•	 Member of the Dunellen Historical 

Society (1)
•	 Members of the Business  

Community (6)
•	 Members that are Residents of Dunellen 

and/or Local Civic Leaders (4)
“The establishment of the DDMO as a 

formalized entity in the Borough of Dunellen 
is a big step for our community as having our 
own downtown management organization has 
been instrumental in promoting, attracting, and 
retaining businesses and boosting our economic 
growth. I believe that a vibrant downtown is 
essential for the success of any municipality and 
following the accomplishments of the DDMO 
over the years, we are excited to expand these 
initiatives as we assess the creation of a Special 
Improvement District, which would further 
enhance our local business community,” said 
Mayor Jason F. Cilento. 

Along with the DDMO’s ongoing 
economic development efforts, the Borough of 
Dunellen has enlisted Ink Creative Strategies 
to conduct a Special Improvement District 
(SID) Assessment to look into the possibility 
of bringing a SID to the Borough of Dunellen. 
Special Improvement Districts are defined 
areas within a municipality where property 
owners and businesses collaborate to manage 
additional services and improvements. We look 
forward to sharing future updates!

Dunellen Downtown Management Organization
Borough of Dunellen Passes Ordinance # 2024-20

…Continued on page 8

Serving Middlesex & The Surrounding
Communities For Nearly Half A Century...

528 Bound Brook Road (Rt. 28 East)•Middlesex, NJ 08846

Tel: 732-968-3377
www.middlesexfuneralhome.com

James A. Gustafson, President/Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4205
Daniel M. Erickson, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4798

Exceeding Expectations, One Family at a Time
18 Stelton Road • Piscataway, NJ 08854

Tel: 732-968-2828
www.piscatawayfuneralhome.com

James A. Gustafson, President/Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4205
Daniel M. Erickson, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4798

THE DUNELLEN REPORT



PAGE 4 • JULY 2024� PUBLISHED BY APR PUBLICATIONS, INC. | TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-529-4010

DPW – Branch Pick Up
Curbside collection of branches and tree limbs occurs in March, 

April and September. Make sure to stack branches and tree limbs in 
bundles; limbs shall be no more than 6 inches in diameter and 4 feet in 
length. Residents may also bring branches and tree limbs to the DPW 
Recycling Yard year-round.

Reminder:
On days when garbage pickup or recycling is scheduled, containers 

may be placed near the street, but they must be returned to their regular 
storage places before dawn of the following day.

DPW – Roll Off Dates
Free Annual Household Rubbish Disposal Service in September 

and October every year!
Saturdays, 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, & 10/12
“Roll Off” Guidelines
•	 Drop off household rubbish at the DPW Recycling Yard on your 

street’s assigned day in September or October 
•	 Event is for Dunellen residents only. Identification is required.
•	 Commercial contractors are NOT permitted.

•	 Rubbish disposal is limited to:
	▫ Two carloads/minivans/small pick-up trucks; OR
	▫ One van/full sized pick-up truck load.

•	 Adjustments are made for bulky items. No trailers permitted.
•	 Accepted materials are general household rubbish, furniture and 

scrap metal.
•	 Excluded materials are household garbage, asbestos, fuel 

tanks, heavy household construction debris, concrete, asphalt, 
hazardous waste (chemicals, insecticides, etc.), tires and auto 
batteries.

Assistance for Senior Citizens &  
Disabled Community Members

To schedule assistance, Dunellen’s senior citizens and disabled 
community members who do not have the means to bring material to 
the disposal site should call the DPW Office at (732) 968-5455 ONE 
WEEK AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED DROP OFF DATE. Pick up 
will be on the Friday before your street’s scheduled disposal. 

Dunellen Department of Public Works

Albertson, and Crisol-Iris Lantz for their hard work and dedication to 
helping our CFO Scott Olsen, Business Administrator Alex Miller, and 
my office develop a budget that is fiscally responsible and ensures that 
our Borough continues to grow and thrive. It is my great honor to serve 
as your Mayor, and I thank you for the opportunity to continue to work 
toward the advancement of our Miracle Mile.

Sincerely,

Jason F. Cilento, Mayor
Borough of Dunellen

SCAN FOR MORE 
DETAILS

Message from the Mayor
Continued from cover…

(732) 369-6387
www.star22home.com

22 Plainfield Ave, Piscataway

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS
Showroom & Design Center

(by appointment)
Licensed (Lic# 13VH03537700)

$10,000
COMPLETE  
BATHROOM
REMODEL

IN 5 DAYS ONLY 
GUARANTEED

(including labor &  
all materials)

Super Service Award
2015 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018
2019 • 2020 • 2021 • 2022

Formerly

star22home
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION SINCE 1997

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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At the June 17, 2024, Dunellen Borough 
Council Meeting, we had several presentations 
including the appointment of Brianna Savage 
to the Dunellen Shade Tree Commission and 
the appointment of Joseph Cummins to the 
Dunellen Office of Emergency Management as 
Deputy OEM Coordinator. 

We also welcomed some of our Dunellen 

students who were presented with certificates 
for the winning Walk to School Wednesday by 
Mayor Jason F. Cilento and Councilmembers 
Cole Sigmon and Crisol-Iris Lantz. Walk 
to School Wednesday is an initiative of the 
Mayor’s Traffic and Pedestrian Task Force in 
collaboration with Faber School that aims to 
promote walking to decrease traffic congestion 

around the school, while also encouraging 
healthy habits from an early age.

Congratulations to Brianna and Joseph, 
and thank you to all of our young walkers, 
Faber School, and members of the PTO for their 
participation in making this a success!

June 17 Dunellen Borough Council Meeting

Dunellen Public Schools State of 
the School Address

On May 28, Dan Ross, Superintendent of the Dunellen Public 
Schools, presented the inaugural State of the Schools Address, 
which provides a broad overview on the current state of the district. 
The presentation aggregated information and data about enrollment, 
demographics, absenteeism, academics and assessment, climate survey 
responses, and rankings and ratings systems, all within the context of 
the district's goals and plans for continuous improvement.

The slides and a recording of the presentation can be located here: 
www.dunellenschools.org/apps/news/article/1932524 

To stay in the loop on what’s happening in Dunellen, make sure to check out:
Borough website: www.dunellen-nj.gov |  Borough Facebook page: Borough of Dunellen, NJ

Emergency Notifications: www.dunellen-nj.gov/enotify
Community Events & Programs eblasts: Create an account at www.dunellenparksandrecreation.com

Downtown Dunellen monthly enewsletter: Email dunellenmanagement@dunellenborough.com

Summer is HOt, But
Inventory is NOt

now is the the  
time to sell!

Dawn Tunison
REALTOR
dawn.tunison@cbrealty.com

C: 732-485-1223
O: 908-874-8421

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with another brokerage.

2023

Circle of Excellence
Sales Award®

®

2023 Multi-Award 
Winning Agent!

Call your neighborhood 
expert and find out what 

your home is worth!

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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•	 July 22 – Meetup at Avelino’s, with 
dessert at Dairy Quick afterwards  
 5:00-7:00 PM

•	 August 16 – Our Third Annual Food 
Truck Night at Washington Park 
5:00-7:30 PM

•	 September (TBD) – Saturday 
evening at Melanie’s for a social 
event featuring snacks & an art 
project.

•	 October 20 – Meetup at the Lakota 
Wolf Preserve, Columbia, NJ. 
Tickets will be available for purchase 
at the end of July. A family friendly 
event. Terrain may be difficult for 
some. More information coming 
soon.

•	 November (TBD) – Monday night 
meetup at Mike’s Subs/30 Burgers/
Bubz Boba/Carl’s Ice Cream.  
Family friendly event.

•	 December 7 – Sussex County 
German Christmas Market. A family 
friendly event. Shopping & lights!

•	 December 14 – Caroling Around 
Town. A family friendly event. Like 
to sing? We’d love to have you! 

The Dunellen Outings Community 
Committee (DOCC) consists of five resident 
volunteers, working with the Dunellen 
Recreation Department to facilitate activities 
for our adult residents. DOCC activities are 
open to all Dunellen residents, current and past, 
ages 18 and over. Many of our events are family 
friendly.

Recently, the DOCC organized a meetup 
for Dunellen residents at The Grounds for 
Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ. We had a great 
time exploring the grounds, finding hidden 
sculptures, and spending time with our friends 
and neighbors. To see more pictures from 
all our events and stay up to date on event 
developments and new events, be sure to visit 
and like our Facebook page, “DOCC - Dunellen 
Outings Community Committee.”

Dunellen Outings Community Committee (DOCC)
DOCC Happenings - Know What’s Up!

SAVE THE DATES! Below is a list of our future events for 2024.  
Additional information is coming soon.

We look forward to continuing to serve our community. You can reach us at 
DunellenDOCC@Dunellenborough.com with any comments or suggestions.

See you at one of our next events!

WE ARE 

OPEN!
We look forward to seeing  

you soon!

Follow us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/Dunellenhotel

732-968-2900
120 N. Washington Avenue

Dunellen, New Jersey

www.DunellenHotel.com

KITCHEN HOURS*

Monday CLOSED
Tues-Thurs 11:30am-9:00pm
Fri-Sat 11:30am-10:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-9:00pm

*Hours subject to change.  
Please call for updates.

Attention Friends  Attention Friends  
and Neighbors:and Neighbors:

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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Dunellen Recreation Department
Dunellen Recreation Summer Camp is in 

Full Swing!
The Dunellen Recreation Department has been offering one of the 

best summer camps around for decades! The popular recreation camp is 
held at Columbia Park. It’s the right combination for a perfect summer 
day - playtime on the playground, organized games, science fun, water 
play, walking trips to the ice cream shop, scavenger hunts, movie days, 
field trips, and more! What more could a kid ask for? 

Summer Camp began on June 17 and finishes up on August 16, 
running Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Exciting news! Rec 
Summer Camp is now offering extended hours! Our extended camp day 
ends at 5:00 PM. Registration is still open.

Summer Camp is open for children 5-12 years old. Registration 
is required at least 7 business days prior to your preferred day or week 
of camp, space permitting. For trips, registration is required at least 14 
days in advance. Register at dunellennj.myrec.com.

Dunellen Parks and Rec: Doubles 
Tennis Tournament Fundraiser
More than 12 teams participated in the Dunellen Parks & 

Recreation Doubles Tennis Tournament Fundraiser on Sunday, June 2, 
2024, at Columbia Park in Dunellen.

Following an hour of hit around, the tournament began at 9:30 
AM with an 8 game pro-set followed by matches for the best of three 
sets before wrapping up around 3:00 PM. Players from all over, from 
Piscataway to Edison to right here in Dunellen, enjoyed a day of friendly 
game playing. Special tournament entrants included tennis players from 
Dunellen High School, staff members from Dunellen’s Schools and 
alumni from Dunellen. It was a great experience for the Dunellen High 
School varsity players to participate at a competitive level, with a bonus 
of watching live tennis all day. 

This tournament was designed to provide a competitive experience 
for the Dunellen High School tennis players who spearheaded the event. 
Profits from this fundraiser will be used to fund youth tennis in Dunellen. 

The event will be back this coming Fall in late September. If you 
would like to receive information about the Doubles Tennis Tournament 
or other Dunellen Recreation programs and events, all you need to 
do is create an account at www.dunellenparksandrecreation.com and 
you’ll automatically begin receiving the Recreation Department’s 
e-notifications. 

HOME IMPROVEMENTSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Steven Buhler CarpentrySteven Buhler Carpentry
& Home Improvements& Home Improvements

sbuhlercarpentry@gmail.comsbuhlercarpentry@gmail.com
References AvailableReferences Available

Handyman ServicesHandyman Services

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSUREDFULLY INSURED
Serving Central Jersey • Lic# 13VH06466500Serving Central Jersey • Lic# 13VH06466500

•  Custom Carpentry•  Custom Carpentry
• Design & Build• Design & Build
• Painting• Painting
• Powerwashing• Powerwashing
• Tile & Masonry• Tile & Masonry

• Decks• Decks
• Kitchens & Baths• Kitchens & Baths
• Windows & Doors• Windows & Doors
• Laminate Flooring• Laminate Flooring
•  Yard Clean-Ups & •  Yard Clean-Ups & 

Debris RemovalDebris Removal

908-722-7316908-722-7316

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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REPLENISH is celebrating 
30 years of fighting food 
insecurity in Middlesex County. 
In honor of this milestone 
anniversary, REPLENISH is 
launching a quarterly food drive 
that asks groups to donate 30 items from 
REPLENISH’s list of high-demand foods and 
basic necessities once per quarter in March, 

May, July, and October.  
Any business or group that is interested 

in participating in the REPLENISH 30 for 30 
Challenge should contact REPENISH’s Peter 
Ellison at peter.ellison@co.middlesex.nj.us. 
Mention that you are taking part in the 30 for 
30 Challenge. REPLENISH will deliver food 
collection bins to participants and pick up the 
bins at the end of each “Challenge” month. 

Join the REPLENISH 30 for 30 Challenge

On Tuesday, August 6, 2024, the Dunellen Police Department will host a National Night Out event at 
Columbia Park from 6:00-8:00 PM featuring emergency vehicles, first responders, demonstrations, free food, 
and activities for the little ones.

National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police and community 
partnerships, and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. 
It helps enhance the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement while bringing a true sense of 
community to the Miracle Mile.

National Night Out wouldn’t be possible without the support of our local businesses, volunteers, and 
various community organizations. If you wish to volunteer in some capacity, or are a member of a local 
organization that would like to have a display, provide goods, or perform a demonstration, please let us know! If 
anyone would like to put something on display or assist with sponsoring, please contact Sergeant Brian Robbins 
at (732) 968-3000 x241 or email brobbins@dunellenpd.com. 

Salaries - $4,014,646
How we pay staff, provide services, 
negotiate contracts, etc.

Other Expenses - $2,084,798
These expenses cover the day to day 
operations of the Borough of Dunellen.

Statutory Expenditures - $2,330,495
Required expenses such as pensions, 
unemployment insurance, social security, etc.

2024 Capital / Debt Service - $973,216
These funds are used to improve infrastructure 
throughout the Borough of Dunellen.

Reserve for Uncollected Taxes - $570,000
A budget for taxes that may not come in on time.

How the Borough
Spends Money

How the Borough
Raises Money

2024 Capital
/ Debt Service

Reserve for 
Uncollected Taxes

9.7%

5.7%

Salaries

Other Expenses

Statutory
Expenditures

40.3%

20.9%

23.4%

General Revenue - $2,425,530
Revenue collected from grants, fees, 
fines, state aid, etc.

PILOT Revenue - $1,100,000
Revenue collected from our 
redevelopment projects with 
financial agreements. 

Fund Balance - $450,000
Money available to the borough that 
wasn’t used in previous years.

Amount to be Raised by Taxes - $5,997,626
Revenue generated by property taxes.

Fund Balance

4.5%

PILOT Revenues

11.0%

General Revenue
Excluding PILOTs

24.3%

Note:
Without PILOTs, 

these funds 
would need to be 

raised through 
property taxes.

Amount to be 
Raised by Taxes

60.2%

$

$

Administration of Government
· Management of Elections
· Insurance & Utilities
· Equipment & Supplies
· Vital Statistics - Birth, Marriage, & Death
· Pet Licensing

Goals for 20242024 Budget Highlights
◊ Road Improvement Projects
NJDOT improvements on Second Street, a mill and pave 
program, and a wayfinding project for downtown aim to 
enhance infrastructure and improve traffic flow.

Design and engineering phase for Gavornik Park 
improvements, including pickleball courts and playground 
enhancements to enrich recreational opportunities for 
residents.

◊ Park Improvements

Traffic studies to develop a truck routing system to prevent 
18-wheelers from driving down residential roads, an 
analysis of key intersections for safety enhancement, and 
police department investments.

◊ Safety Improvements

A Special Improvement District evaluation and a Maurer 
House assessment underscore our commitment to 
fostering economic development and preserving historical 
assets within our borough.

◊ Community Development Initiatives

The average Dunellen home pays about $7.63 per day in municipal taxes. 
For about the price of a Happy Meal, you get...

√ Borough Restructuring
A Communications Coordinator was appointed to improve 
transparency and the establishment of a Department of 
Community Development to support economic growth 
efforts will result in additional revenue for the borough and 
improved operations overall.

√ IT Security Measures
By increasing our investment in IT infrastructure, we were 
able to greatly increase cybersecurity measures and 
mitigate future risks while safeguarding sensitive data, 
ensuring uninterrupted service delivery, and keeping 
insurance costs down.

√ Tax Rate Decrease
Despite facing numerous challenges, we were able to 
achieve a $0.066 tax rate decrease, demonstrating our 
commitment to fiscal discipline and responsible 
governance in difficult financial times.

√ Cost Reduction Efforts
Through the implementation of cost-reducing strategies, 
we were able to lower healthcare expenses and enhance 
efficiency through various borough departments and we 
continue to explore shared services that may result in 
additional savings.

√ Diversifying Tax Base
By diversifying our tax base through business attraction 
and economic development, we are able to alleviate the 
burden on residents while ensuring sustainable revenue 
streams for the borough.

Infrastructure
· Maintenance and service repairs to sanitary and  
  stormwater systems
· 11 Culverts cleaned out in 2023
· Installation of 10 ADA-compliant sidewalk ramps                
  in 2023
· 760ft of sidewalk replaced in 2023
· Enhanced pedestrian and traffic safety
· Road repaving

Public Works
· Recycling Service
· Curbside branch and leaf bag pick up
· Park, courts, and ball field maintenance
· Street Sweeping
· Plowing and winterizing streets
· Inspection and cleaning of all 304 catch basins

Public Safety
· Police Protection - Responded to over 18,762 
calls for service in 2023
· Fire & First Aid Support - Groundbreaking on 
a brand-new firehouse
· Building & Code Enforcement - Over 1,797 
inspections

Emergency Response
· Lost / Missing Persons
· Tree Removal & Clearing
· Flooding Mitigation

Community Events & Programming
· Youth Sports and Summer Camp
· Senior Programs & Bus Service
· Music, Movies, & Plays in the Park 
· Memorial Day Parade, Halloween Parade, 
Tree Lighting Ceremony

Total Taxes $13,877,991 $5,997,626 $3,055,955 $299,625 $277,592

$6,446 $2,786 $1,419 $139 $129Average Home 
Breakdown

Middlesex 
County General

13%

Dunellen 
Public Library

1%

Middlesex County 
Open Space

1%

Borough of 
Dunellen

26%

Dunellen
Public Schools

59%

Where Do My Taxes Go?

Did You Know?
While the Borough is required to collect all property taxes, only 26% 

goes toward municipal services. A majority of the taxes are dispersed 
to Dunellen Public Schools, Middlesex County, the Dunellen Public 

Library, and the Middlesex County Open Space Trust Fund, all of whom 
independently set their own budgets which impacts taxes beyond the 

Borough’s control.

$0.00

$20.00

$40.00

$60.00

$13.00
Middlesex

County General

$1.27
Dunellen Public 

Library

$1.18
Middlesex County 

Open Space

$25.51
Borough of 

Dunellen

$59.04
Dunellen 

Public Schools

Breakdown of Where Every $100 in Taxes Goes

“Special Improvement Districts (SIDs) 
are essential in today’s economic climate to 
support small businesses by strengthening the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem,” said consultant 
Natalie Pineiro, Founder of INK Creative 
Strategies. "By offering unified management 
and targeted improvements, SIDs create 
memorable and authentic experiences for both 

Ordinance # 2024-20
Continued from page 3…

residents and consumers, fostering vibrant and thriving downtown areas.”
Visit www.Dunellen-NJ.gov/Volunteering to check out all of the volunteering opportunities 

with the DDMO and other Borough of Dunellen committees and organizations.

2024 MUNICIPAL BUDGET BREAKDOWN

National Night Out
THE DUNELLEN REPORT THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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Plays in the Park:
Join the Dunellen Arts, Inclusion 

and Culture Commission (DAICC) as we 
welcome the Adams Theatre Company back to 
Washington Park for a 4th season.

Based on the novel and the hit-movie of 
the same name, Legally Blonde: the Musical 
chronicles the journey of the famously perky 
Elle Woods, a fashion-savvy, UCLA sorority 
girl who finds her life turned upside down when 
she is dumped by her boyfriend Warner. In an 
effort to prove to Warner that she is more than 
just some blonde sorority girl, she follows him 
to Harvard Law, where she struggles to fit in 
and do well. Ultimately, she defies expectations 
and manages to stay true to her delightfully 
pink personality.

Performances
•	 Saturday, July 20: 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM
•	 Sunday, July 21: 7:00 PM
Free admission. Please bring your own 

chairs. Visit one of Dunellen's great restaurants 
before or after the show.

Music in the Park:
Music in the Park is back! The Dunellen 

Arts, Inclusion and Culture Commission, along 
with our concert series sponsor Blue Foundry 
Bank, invite you to bring a chair, bring a 
meal (great restaurants downtown!), and most 
importantly, bring your love of live music!

The concerts are every other Thursday in 
July and August. Music starts at 7:00 PM. In 
the event of a postponement due to inclement 
weather, the concerts are typically rescheduled 

for the following Thursday. The decision 
to postpone will be made around 4:00 PM 
on the day of the show and will be posted 
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
DunellenDAICC. For additional information 
regarding the concerts, visit: https://tinyurl.
com/daicc2024concerts

•	 July 11: Kolor Blynd
•	 July 29: MPACK
•	 August 8: This Old Engine
•	 August 22: Retro Ravin'

Art Camps:
The Dunellen Arts, Inclusion and Culture 

Commission's Summer Art Camp is a fun 
and creative art enrichment program for ages 
6 through 12. The instructor has developed 
student-friendly lessons that change daily and 
have been differentiated to meet the needs of 
all students and age levels. There will also be 
a teacher assistant in the classroom daily. A 
parent/student camp orientation will take place 
before camp where you can meet the instructor 
and partake in a Q&A session. The orientation 
date will be provided to all registered campers.

�Location: Dunellen Senior Center in 
Columbia Park, 216 Orange Street, 
Dunellen
Fee: $120/week
Week 1: �August 19 to August 23  

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Week 2: �August 26 to August 30  

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Summer Art Camp for Teens:
The Dunellen Arts, Inclusion and Culture 

Commission's Summer Art Camp for Teens will 
focus on various mediums including acrylic 
paint on canvas, watercolor painting, clay 
sculptures, and participate in the creation of a 
new town mural.

�Location: Dunellen Senior Center in 
Columbia Park, 216 Orange Street, 
Dunellen
Fee: $40/week
Week 1: �August 19 to August 23  

1:00-3:00 PM
Week 2: �August 26 to August 30  

1:00-3:00 PM
Grant funding has been provided by 

the Middlesex County Board of County 
Commissioners through a grant award from 
the Middlesex County Cultural and Arts Trust 
Fund.

Registration is through the Dunellen 
Recreation program portal: http://tinyurl.com/
daicc2024camps

Dunellen Arts, Inclusion and Culture Commission (DAICC) Events
THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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Volunteers Needed!
Did you ever want to help your community by 

joining the fire department? Now is your opportunity! 
The Dunellen Fire Department is accepting new 
applicants. If you’re at least 16 years old, you can 
join with us in one of the following categories:

Junior Firefighter
Our Junior Program is for high school students 16-18 years old 

and offers a taste of what volunteering on the fire department is all 
about. Don’t worry moms and dads, your baby won’t be going into any 
burning buildings just yet, but 
they will get the opportunity to 
start learning about the different 
types of calls we go on, the 
equipment we use, the apparatus 
we have, and how to hone in 
those people skills while helping 
the people in their community. 
Junior Members are also part of 
our company side where they can 
help with fundraising activities 
and help plan for upcoming 
events.

Active Firefighter
The Active Firefighter is 

responsible for answering the 
calls. If you don’t have any 
previous experience, don’t 
worry, most of us didn’t when we 
first started out either. The Fire 
Department will pay for all training. We also hold monthly in-house 
trainings to keep our skills sharp as well as monthly truck checks to 
make sure all of our equipment and vehicles are in tip-top, response-
ready shape. The Active Firefighter is also an active member on our 
company side where we have our monthly meetings, do fundraisers, 
and plan for any upcoming events. 

Associate Member
If running into burning houses and helping people whose fire alarm 

went off at 3:00 AM isn’t your thing, then we have a category for you! 
Our associate members are responsible for coming to our monthly 
meetings, helping plan and run any fundraisers, attending community 

Dunellen Fire Department

NOT ALL HEROES
WEAR CAPES

THE CALL
ANSWER

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN VOLUNTEER
events and giving input during the meetings. This is the perfect support 
role position without being directly on the front lines. 

If any of this sounds interesting to you, we encourage you to check 
out our website at www.dunellenfd.com and email us at Joindfd@
dunellenfd.com

We look forward to hearing from you!

Barbara Seif, Realtor
Awarded the NJ Realtors®  

Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award 26 times – 
1990-1993, 1995-2007,

2009-2010, 2012-2017, 2019

TOP 10 THINGS TO DO WHEN 
SELLING YOUR HOME:

call 732-529-0308
text 732-236-4781

email bseif@eabrealty.com

Boniakowski
REAL ESTATE

Contact Me To Get 
Your Complimentary 

2024 MARKET 
ANALYSIS

When was the last time you 
checked your house value?

Isn’t it time? #1. Call Me
(I’ll handle the other 9)

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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Dunellen Police Department 
Special Olympics Torch Run

On Friday, June 7, 2024, 
officers and supporters of 
the Dunellen Borough Police 
Department once again assisted 
in transporting the Flame of Hope 
from Plainfield to Middlesex on its 
journey to kick off the 41st Annual 
Special Olympics.

Thank you to the many 
residents and business owners who turned out to show support for this 
great tradition!

Sgt. Prescott Chin Walkout
On Friday, May 31, 2024, the Dunellen Borough Police Department 

celebrated the retirement of Sergeant Prescott Chin with the department’s 
first-ever Walk Out Ceremony. Sgt. Chin joined the Dunellen Borough 
Police Department on December 15, 1997, following two years with the 
Rutgers University Police Department – Newark. Throughout his 27-
year career in our Miracle Mile, he held many responsibilities including 
D.A.R.E. Officer, Juvenile Officer, Firearms Instructor, Firearms / 
Licensing Investigations, Megan’s Law Registration, Sex Crimes 
Investigations, Child Abuse Investigations, and most recently, Dunellen 
Police School Resource Officer. 

Sgt. Chin’s walkout was attended by Mayor Jason F. Cilento, 
members of the Dunellen Borough Council, the Dunellen Fire 
Department, the New Market Fire Department, New Jersey State Police, 
the New Jersey State PBA, students from Dunellen schools, and more. 
Sgt. Chin is a true pillar of our community, and we wish him a happy 
and healthy retirement.

Serving Your Community For Over 90 YearsServing Your Community For Over 90 Years
All Prepaid Arranged Funerals Are GuaranteedAll Prepaid Arranged Funerals Are Guaranteed

732-968-4227732-968-4227••www.sheenanfh.comwww.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave, Dunellen, NJ 08812233 Dunellen Ave, Dunellen, NJ 08812

Thomas E. Sheenan, Manager, Lic. No. 2592Thomas E. Sheenan, Manager, Lic. No. 2592

Since 1933, our philosophy has remained the same.Since 1933, our philosophy has remained the same.
To comfort you in your time of need. To comfort you in your time of need. 

To help you make difficult choices.To help you make difficult choices.
And to provide your family with peace of mind And to provide your family with peace of mind 

 going forward.  going forward. 
FUNERAL HOME
heenanS

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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DUNELLEN GOVERNMENT DIRECTORY
www.dunellen-nj.gov

All council meetings are held in the Municipal Council Chambers, on the  
first and third Monday of the month, located at 355 North Ave, Dunellen.  

Meetings commence at 7:00pm, unless otherwise noted. 

Elected Officials:
Jason F. Cilento, Mayor

732-882-4551
jcilento@dunellen-nj.gov

Teresa Albertson, Council President
talbertson@dunellen-nj.gov

Crisol-Iris Lantz, Councilmember
clantz@dunellen-nj.gov

William Scott, Councilmember
wscott@dunellen-nj.gov

Trina Rios, Councilmember
trios@dunellen-nj.gov

Daniel Cole Sigmon, Councilmember
dsigmon@dunellen-nj.gov

Harold VanDermark, Councilmember
hvandermark@dunellen-nj.gov

Business Administrator, 
Superintendent of  
Parks and Recreation, 
Superintendent of 
Department of Public Works:
Alexander Miller

732-968-3033
amiller@dunellenborough.com

Municipal Clerk:
Lauren Staats, RMC

732-968-3033 (Phone)
732-968-8605 (Fax)
M-F: 9:00am-4:30pm

Communications  
Coordinator:
William George

communications@dunellenborough.com

Registrar:
Lauren Staats, CMR

M-F: 9:00am-3:00pm 
Marriage License Applications are 
by appointment only.

Tax Collector:
Dawn Hutchison

dhutchison@dunellenborough.com
732-968-1226 (Phone)
732-968-3903 (Fax)
M-F: 9:00am-4:30pm

Tax Assessor:
Dawn Guttschall

dguttschall@dunellenborough.com
1st & 3rd Monday of the month  
5:00-7:30pm (or by appointment)
732-289-8131 (Phone)
732-968-3903 (Fax)

Construction Office:
Michael Rossi

101 Prospect Ave, off Skinner Plaza
M-F: 9:00am-4:30pm
Inspections: Monday: Building 
Inspection 3:00pm-6:00pm
Tuesday: Fire, Electrical, & Plumbing 
Inspections 3:00pm-6:00pm
Thursday: Building, Fire,  
Electrical & Plumbing Inspections 
3:00pm-6:00pm
Wednesday & Friday: No inspections
732-968-3323 (Phone)
732-968-3872 (Fax)

Recreation Program 
Coordinator:
Kelly Seader

kseader@dunellenborough.com

Planning Board:
Regular meetings - 4th Monday of each 
month at 7:00pm, Municipal Building

Office of Emergency 
Management:

732-968-3033 ext. 126
Homer Mosley, OEM Coordinator

hmosley@dunellenborough.com

Bill Carlson, OEM Deputy 
Coordinator

wcarlson@dunellenborough.com

Joseph Cummins, OEM Deputy 
Coordinator

jcummins@dunellenborough.com

Code Enforcement:
George Deene

908-672-2593
gdeene@dunellenborough.com

Ken Baudendistel
kbaudendistel@dunellenborough.com

Public Works
M-Sat: 8:00am-2:00pm
235 Hall Steet, 732-968-5455
Paint Drop Off: 2nd Saturday each 
month (8:00am-12:00pm)

Municipal Attorney:
William P. Robertson

MCIA – Division of Recycling
Call MCIA for any questions or concerns 
regarding bi-weekly Recycling
101 Interchange Plaza, Ste 202
Cranbury, NJ 08512
Hotline: 1-800-488-6242

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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CLEANING SERVICES
23 years experience, homes and offices. 
Reasonable prices. Excellent references. Call 
Betty at 908-419-2007.  k06/25

HANDYMAN

ANDREWS MASONRY
Now includes HANDYMAN SERVICES.  
Power washing, woodworking, painting, 
driveway sealing, cultured stone, bricks, 
masonry restoration. Senior and military 
discounts. Anything homeowners can’t do!  
Every job is important, and the price is 
always reasonable. Call 732-356-0048.  
Fully insured. kMN07/24

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STEVEN BUHLER CARPENTRY & 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Full Service Contracting, large or small jobs. 
Dependable, quality work at affordable prices. 
Fully insured, free estimates, handyman services 
available. 908-722-7316 Lic#13VH06466500  
Email: sbuhlercarpentry@gmail ktf

MERCHANDISE  
FOR SALE

FOR SALE – Hess toy truck collection. 1975 
to 2010 many mint in the box never opened.
Call Tony 908-385-6518.

SITUATION WANTED
CAREGIVER FOR ELDERLY LOOKING FOR 
LIVE-IN OR LIVE-OUT JOB – I have a car 
and will do shopping etc. 26 years experience 
with excellent references. Call Nana cell  
732-887-7036 or home 732-302-5866.

MASONRY

ANDREWS MASONRY
Now includes HANDYMAN SERVICES.  
Power washing, woodworking, painting, 
driveway sealing, cultured stone, bricks, 
masonry restoration. Senior and military 
discounts. Anything homeowners can’t do!  
Every job is important, and the price is 
always reasonable. Call 732-356-0048.  
Fully insured. kMN07/24

PLUMBING

SPECIAN PLUMBING & HEATING
All types. Bathroom and kitchen repairs. 
Water heaters. Oil to gas tune-ups, 
installations and conversions. NJMP License 
#10353. Call 908-285-8090. ktf

GENERAL 
CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY OF BUSINESSES & SERVICES

Email us at: sales@
aprpublications.com or 

Call: 732-529-4010

$10,000 Complete 
Bathroom Remodel

22 Plainfield Ave, Piscataway
www.my5DB.com

732-369-6387

 
Angi Super Service Award 

2015 - 2022

BATHROOMS

 
(732) 369-6387

www.star22home.com
22 Plainfield Ave, Piscataway

KITCHENS * BATHROOMS 
Showroom & Design Center

(by appointment)

free estimates & design consultation since1997
licensed (Lic# 13VH03537700)

Angi Super Service Award 
2015 - 2022

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Canhandlers
Residential & Commercial

Commerical & Residential
Roll Off Services & Recycling

1 1/2 to 30 Yard Containers Available

Dunellen, NJ
732-752-5912

• Competitive Rates
• Fully Licensed & Insured

Locally Owned & Operated for Over 20 Years

Trash Removal

ktf

TRASH REMOVAL

HELP WANTED

FILL THAT VACANT JOB!
List Your Job Opening Here

Email: sales@
aprpublications.com

The Model  
Railroad Shop

Serving Hobbyists Since 1933
Tuesday & Thursday �������� 10:30am-6pm
Wednesday & Friday�������� 10:30am-8pm
Saturday �������������������������� 10:30am-5pm
Sunday & Monday �����������������������Closed

290 Vail Ave, Piscataway, NJ
www.themodelrailroadshop.com
732-968-5696

Follow us on Facebook

HOBBY SHOP

YOUR 
DISPLAY 
AD HERE

INCLUDE YOUR 
LOGO!

1 column x 2 inches
(please call for other  

sizes and pricing)

CLASSIFIED PRICES TEXT LISTING
Businesses & Services
or General Classified

• Merchandise For Sale • Autos for Sale
• Help Wanted • Situation Wanted

• Real Estate Sale/Rent

$20*/per newsletter
25 words or less

*additional words – 25¢ per word

email: sales@aprpublications.com
or call: 732-529-4010

BOXED DISPLAY AD
1 col wide x 2” high

• Manville Monthly • Dunellen Report (quarterly)

$45.00 per newsletter • $35.00/each 2 or more

This Newsletter is Published by

The opinions expressed in this publication, whether by paid advertisement or editorial content, do not necessarily reflect the views 
of APR Publications, or its staff. APR Publications and staff are not responsible for content accuracy. None of the articles found within 
belong to the staff in any way. All content is supplied. The staff reserves the right to edit any submission for length and content.

To Advertise in the next edition please call:

732-529-4010
or email: sales@aprpublications.com

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS OR  

SERVICE HERE!
Email: classifieds@
aprpublications.com

or Call: 732-529-4010
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Dunellen High School’s  
2023-2024 Scholarship Program

Students at Dunellen High School came out to the annual Award 
& Scholarship Night. Students were awarded a plethora of awards 
including The Math League Award, President’s Education Award, and 
The New Jersey State Seal of Bi-literacy to name a few. Seniors that 
applied to the Dunellen High School Scholarship Program received 
scholarships totaling over $50,000 from over 20 various scholarship 
sponsoring organizations. The application process is blind to give as 
many students as possible an opportunity. Students that apply write 
essays, get recommendations, and some finalists are interviewed. The 
show of support by local businesses and organizations, as well as ones 
that are not in town, sends a signal to our students that they are valued 
and supported. Despite including over 20 participating organizations, 
we are always looking for new ones. We have all heard stories of 
scholarship money going unclaimed as organizations receive few to 
no qualified applicants. Organizations participate in the scholarship 
program as they know there will be a guaranteed, qualified, applicant 
pool. If you are interested, you can contact Dr. Best, the Scholarship 
Coordinator, via electronic mail at BestL@Dunellenschools.org.

Education for Parenthood 
Preschool Program

Dunellen High School is 
offering an exciting Education 
for Parenthood class that has 
storytelling, learning, and craft 
activities as everyday events, 
where the students are the 
teachers! It is an accredited 
course taught during 3rd and 
4th periods at the high school 
that will educate students in 
effective parenting skills. High 
school students work with 
Preschool age children from 
ages 2-5, two days a week, and 
plan, run, and evaluate the entire 
program. The year ends with a 
graduation ceremony.

Dunellen High School is 
currently taking applications for 

the 2024-2025 Preschool Program. Only Dunellen residents are eligible 
for the program, and it is free of cost.

The preschool runs two days a week, Wednesday and Friday from 
9:20-10:45 AM. The tentative dates for 2024/25 are October through 
June 1. Applications are available on the school website and in the main 
office of the Dunellen High School. Visit www.DunellenSchools.org or 
email Tammy Del Rosario at delrosariot@dunellenschools.org for the 
application.

HOME REMODELING CENTER

123 North Washington Avenue, Dunellen
Owned and Operated by the Ponti Family • NJ LIC NO 13VH00343600

• Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing • Decks • Awnings • Kitchens • Bathrooms
• Gutters • Railings • Masonry Work • New Home Building • All Remodeling

732-752-0313
WEATHERTEKNJ.COM

$1,000 OFF
Complete

Siding or Roofing Job
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

Trusted Name in Home Improvement Since 1968

10% OFF
Any Home Improvement Job

$500 Maximum
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

$500 OFF
Bow • Bay • Garden

Windows
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

$399
Vinyl Replacement Windows

Up to 70 UI • Minimum 4 Windows
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

up to $500 OFF
Steel Entry or

Storm Door
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

$500 OFF
Complete
Deck Job

Not valid on current contracts. 
Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

15% OFF
Aluminum Awnings

Up to $250 Maximum
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

$1,000 OFF
Complete

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Not valid on current contracts. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

Completely Installed.
Storm Seal 1000

Not valid on current contracts. 
Cannot be combined. Expires 09-30-24   DUN

FREE  
WINDOW

BUY 2  
GET 1 
FREE

THE DUNELLEN REPORT
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&&

www.30burgers-mikesubs.com

Phone: 732-968-3253
14 S. Washington Avenue    

Dunellen, NJ  08812

PARTY TRAYS 3 & 6 FT SUBS 
AVAILABLE Contact us for more info.

YOSPIN PAINT STORE 
& WALLCOVERING

• expert paint 
matching system

• family owned & 
operated

• serving customers
since 1919

386 North Ave • Dunellen
(between Washington & Dunellen North)
Hours: Monday-Friday 6:30am-5pm

Saturday 7:30am-12pm

732.968.0686

Sal’s Auto Body Inc.
Collision & Refinishing 

Specialists
Family Owned & Operated 

for Over 36 Years

732-968-2214
315 Hwy 22 E
Green Brook, NJ 08812
NJ REF. NO. 00342A

“Where Quality Repairs Are No Accident”

BRING YOR LIGHTING TO A NEW LEVEL

unique selection of lighting fixtures
lighting design services & layouts

recessed lighting • undercabinet lighting

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

213A Route 22 East
Green Brook, NJ 08812

732-529-6877

t  Cars t  Trucks t  Heavy Equipment

DUNELLEN
AUTO GLASS

732t752t5740
148 North Avenue • Dunellen

t Expert Glass Installation
t 25 Years Experience
t Certified Installers
t Mobile Service
t Insurance Work

Boniakowski
REAL ESTATE

SERVICE • INTEGRITY • EXPERIENCE

732-968-0700
www.ERABoniakowski.com

Helping families BUY and SELL  
their homes for over 74 years! 

We know our Community, we can help 
you EVERY STEP OF THE WAY!

CALL US TODAY FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION!

120 N. Washington Ave, Dunellen
732-968-2900

www.dunellenhotel.com
PRIVATE PARTIES  CATERING  BANQUET FACILITIES

see the difference new customers can make

732-529-4010
SALES@APRPUBLICATIONS.COM

ADVERTISE ON THE
NEXT SHOP LOCAL

DunellenDunellenDunellenDunellen Shop LocalShop LocalShop LocalShop Local

DESIGN, PRINT AND MAIL
APR Publications

2 LAKEVIEW AVE, SUITE 202
PISCATAWAY, NJ 08854




